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Cahill Smith

Cahill serves on the piano faculty at Lee University in Cleveland, Tennessee, where he 
also serves as Artistic Director for the Lee University International Piano Festival and 
Competition in the summer (www.leeupiano.com). He is an active lecturer, competition 
juror, and masterclass presenter. Cahill is a Yamaha Artist. Cahill’s programming of 
works by little-known Russian composer Nikolai Medtner has attracted the attention 
of audiences and critics. Cahill made his Carnegie Hall debut in 2013 with an all-
Medtner program of solo piano music, songs, and chamber music in Weill Recital Hall, 
and gave a lecture-recital on the composer at Yale University. Cahill completed his 
Doctorate of Musical Arts at the Eastman School of Music in 2014, where he served 
as the teaching assistant to Natalya Antonova. At Eastman, Cahill was the inaugural 
recipient of the Douglas Lowry award for excellence in degree recital performance. He 
was inducted into the honor society Pi Kappa Lambda for his academic achievements 
and contributions to the musical community at Eastman.
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We hope you enjoyed this performance. Private support from music  
enthusiasts enables us to improve educational opportunities and  

develop our student artists’ skills to their full potential.  

To learn more about how you can support the School of Music,  
contact Chris Cox, Director of Development,  

865-974-7692 or ccox@utfi.org.



Duo for Violin and Viola, K.423 W.A. Mozart  
  (1756-1791)
  
 I.    Allegro
 II.  Adagio
 III. Rondeau. Allegro

Ricordanza: George Rochberg  
Soliloquy for cello and piano  (1918-2005)
     

                               
“Primavera”, op. 39, No. 3 Nikolai Medtner  
  (1880-1951)
 

INTERMISSION

Piano Quartet in G Minor, Op. 25 Johannes Brahms
  (1833-1897)
 
 I.   Allegro (G minor)
 II.  Intermezzo: Allegro ma non troppo — 
       Trio: Animato (C minor)
 III. Andante con moto (E flat major)
 IV.  Rondo all Zingarese: Presto (G minor)

  

                

Max Geissler
Praised for his “superb artistry and beautiful sound”, cellist Max Geissler is currently 
pursuing his Doctor of Musical Arts degree at Rice University under the tutelage 
of Desmond Hoebig. Max has been recently appointed as the cellist of Chicago 
based new music ensemble Latitude 49 and is a highly sought-after chamber 
collaborator. Before his studies at Rice, he earned his undergraduate degree from 
the University of Michigan working with Richard Aaron. Previous mentors have also 
included Catherine Lehr-Ramos of the Saint Louis Symphony and Michel Strauss 
during a semester of study abroad in Paris. Performing regularly with chamber 
organizations such as Music in Context with Brian Connelly, MUSIQA in Houston, 
the Geneva Music Festival, and Texas New Music Ensemble, Max is devoted to the 
chamber music literature and takes any opportunity he can to better acquaint
himself with the repertory and enthusiastically share it with audiences. He has 
worked closely with and performed alongside chamber musicians such as Jon 
Kimura Parker, Brian Connelly, Desmond Hoebig, James Dunham, Timothy Pitts, 
Benjamin Kamins, and Laurie Smukler. As the former principal cellist and project 
manager of the conductorless string orchestra KINETIC, Max assisted in building 
the nonprofit from the beginning and strongly advocated for the ensemble’s 
communicative chamber music making in the Houston area. Together with violist 
Leah Gastler, he has also co-founded the Kalmia Garden Chamber Music Festival 
in Durham, Connecticut.

Geoffrey Herd
Violinist Geoffrey Herd is currently on faculty at the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville. He has given performances in the United States, Latin America and Asia, 
and is frequently sought after as recitalist and chamber musician.  Recently, Mr. 
Herd has performed recitals at venues such as the Isabel Stewart Gardner Museum 
of Art in Boston and Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall. An avid chamber musician, 
Mr. Herd has collaborated with some of the finest musicians of our time including 
Ani Kavafian, Clive Greensmith, Laurie Smukler, and James Dunham.  Equally 
committed to bringing classical music to new audiences, Mr. Herd is the founder 
and director of the Geneva Music Festival in the Finger Lakes region of New York 
State.  Each summer, the Festival presents a three-week long chamber music 
series, bringing in esteemed guest artists from throughout the United States, as 
well as donating educational concerts to local school districts. Herd studied at 
the Cleveland Institute of Music, Yale School of Music, and the Shepherd School of 
Music at Rice University with David Updegraff, William Preucil, Ani Kavafian, and 
Paul Kantor

Eric Wong
Celebrated for a “tone like toasted caramel. Amazing.” (Musical Toronto), Eric 
Wong is the violist of the Cavani Quartet, ensemble-in-residence at the Cleveland 
Institute of Music (CIM).  He was also a member of the JUNO-nominated Afiara 
Quartet and the Linden String Quartet, first prize winners of the Fischoff, Coleman, 
and Concert Artist Guild competitions. He received both Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees from the CIM, studying violin with Paul Kantor and viola with Kirsten 
Docter and Lynne Ramsey. Other coaches and mentors have included Peter Salaff 
and the Cavani and Tokyo Quartets.  In addition to performing and educating 
around the globe, Mr. Wong is also active in collaborating with directors of several 
up-and-coming chamber music festivals including the Geneva Music Festival 
(genevamusicfestival.com) and the humanitarian initiative “Music Feeds Us” 
(musicfeedsus.org).  Off the clock, Mr. Wong enjoys cooking and classic television.


